


 Mayor Steve Shute 
The Season for CommUNITY 

It’s an exciting (and, yes, magical) time in Gardner! 

As we enter the holiday season after Thanksgiving,  
we also celebrate the annual tradition of the Mayor’s Christmas 
Tree Lighting at Cornerstone Park.  We use this occasion to  
transition from a season of gratitude to a season of sharing. 

I have always felt Gardner’s greatest asset is its people.  When 
Gardnerites know there is a genuine need, they will simply pitch 
in and help their neighbors, on many occasions doing it with their 

own money.  The biggest barrier to helping more people is threefold: (1) people in need don’t 
know where to go for help, (2) aid agencies often don’t have enough money to carry out their 
mission, and (3) potential volunteers and donors don’t know what needs exist in the community. 

In the coming months, we will be broadening the mission of the Mayor’s Christmas Tree Fund to 
meet needs throughout the entire community, through the whole year – not just during the  
holidays. The Christmas Tree Fund, as it currently stands, will continue to remain a vital part of 
the mission, but the “Angel Fund” will be an even more ambitious effort that will serve as a 
“clearinghouse” for people with needs to get together with organizations and resources that can 
help provide assistance. The fund will evaluate both project-based, grant awards, as well as “ad-
hoc” support assistance, and will be administered by an all-volunteer board of directors made up 
of civic and church groups that are invested in the community.   

Watch for more information on this initiative as we move into the coming year.  Helping out our 
neighbor through volunteerism is a vital part of commUNITY, and I am personally excited that 
this program will make it easier to do! Happy holidays and best wishes in the New Year! 

 

Governing Body Contacts 

Steve Shute, Mayor 
913.732.3134 (cell) 
sshute@gardnerkansas.gov 

Lee Moore, Council President 
913.522.1645 (cell) 
lmoore@gardnerkansas.gov 

Rich Melton, Council Vice President 
913.207.7152 (cell) 
rmelton@gardnerkansas.gov 

Todd Winters, Councilmember 
913.271.3587 (cell) 
twinters@gardnerkansas.gov 

Randy Gregorcyk, Councilmember 
316.644.0292 (cell) 
rgregorcyk@gardnerkansas.gov 

Mark Baldwin, Councilmember 
913.538.1878 (cell) 
mbaldwin@gardnerkansas.gov 
 

*Messages for the Governing Body can 
also be left at 913.856.0939. 
 

City Management Contacts 

Laura Gourley, Interim City Administrator 
913.856.0939 
lgourley@gardnerkansas.gov 

Larry Powell, Business & Economic  
Development Director 
913.856.0913 
lpowell@gardnerkansas.gov 

Matt Wolff,  Interim Finance Director 
913.856.0978 
mwolff@gardnerkansas.gov 

Jason Bruce, Parks & Recreation Director 
913.856.0936 
jbruce@gardnerkansas.gov 

James Pruetting, Police Chief 
913.856.7312 
jpruetting@gardnerkansas.gov 

Michael Kramer, Public Works Director 
913.856.0914 
mkramer@gardnerkansas.gov 

Gonzalo Garcia, Utility Director 
913.856.0980 
ggarcia@gardnerkansas.gov 

 

View more City Council meeting dates at 
www.gardnerkansas.gov 

Monday, December 17 at 7 p.m. 

Monday, January 7 at 7 p.m. 

Monday, January 21 at 7 p.m. 

Monday, February 4 at 7p.m. 

Monday, February 18 at 7p.m. 

Upcoming City Council Meetings 

A MESSAGE FROM 

In the age of Ebay, DealDash and Quibids online 
bidding sites, live auction houses seem to be a 
thing of the past. But not for Ron Stricker’s  
Auction Company. This family-owned business  
has stood the test of time and virtual  
technology, providing merchandise to  
auction-goers for nearly 50 years.  
Located at 790 N. Center St., Stricker’s holds an 
auction event every first and third Monday at 6 
p.m. offering a plethora of items such as china 
cabinets, dining room sets, cars, pottery,  
antiques, sports memorabilia and more. “We sell 
between 600 and 800 items each auction night,” 
Ron Stricker, owner, said. “And, every event is 
different depending on the items that we acquire 
from day-to-day. “ 

These two nights a month attract customers 
throughout the Midwest, including Harviell,  

Missouri, which is six-plus hours away. “We have 
buyers who literally drive twice a month to be a 
part of our auction. They realize the high-quality 
products we sell, so the drive is worth it.” 

The Pitch magazine concurs as it recently named 
Stricker’s Auction Company as the No. 1 auction 
company in Kansas City. 

The company continues to gain popularity and is 
often invited to provide auctioneer services to 
property owners for estate sales. Stricker’s also 
participates in about 160 benefit auctions a year.  

“Auctioneering is not just a family business, but 
it’s our passion — a passion we plan on  
continuing for many years to come.” 

For more information, visit the Stricker’s website 
at www.ronstrickersauction.com, or contact them 
at 913.856.6890 or ron.stricker@yahoo.com.  
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